From the Corner Office…

Well, I guess it is time for me to clean out the office, turn out the lights and turn the keys over to the new President.  I look back at my year in office with a bit of nostalgia for the old ways and the old name, stagnant though they both were.  There is a part of all of us that doesn’t like to see change, even though we know that it is best for us.  During this past year, we realized that the old comfortable ways were no longer relevant or best for the association.  Joyce Horn, our past president started the ball rolling in June 2000, by appointing the Strategic Planning Committee consisting of Richard Bort, CCM (Bort & Company, Inc.); Michael Hards, CCM (Chase Manhattan Bank); Paz Hernandez, CCM (Foothill Capital Corp.); Joyce Horn( Payden & Rygel); Lloyd Straits, CCM (Northrop Grumman); Morgyn Taylor (Fremont General Corporation); and Charles Whitney (Union Bank of California)  This Committee met many times from August through December 2000 and provided us with an updated strategy for the association.  It called for many changes from the ways that we traditionally preceded, but most of all, by causing us to closely look at our profession; it provided us with new vision.  We went to the well of experience and after careful review, kept the best of our traditions and set up the framework for creating new and better ones.  Most important of all, we implemented the strategy during the last half of this fiscal year.  I believe that the future of the Association is now secure and we have turned to corner toward making it a meaningful experience for all of the members. It is with utmost gratitude that I thank them for all of their hard work.  


Anyone that has served as President knows that without the wholehearted support of the officers and board, he is nothing.  I was certainly blessed with great support from Jessica Fox, CCM (Union Bank), Vice President-Monthly Meetings; Beth R. Hosen (Chase Manhattan Bank), Secretary; Chris Greco, CCM, Treasurer; John Mattly, CCM (Kern County Treasurer-Tax Collector), Government Relations; Glen Gray, CPA (Gray & Associates), Director; Clariza Mullins, CCM (Pepperdine University), Director; and Joyce A. Horn (Payden & Rygel), Director.  I can’t thank them enough for the support and encouragement they gave me this past year.  Also, I must thank Dick Bort, CCM, (Bort and Company, Inc.) for graciously (I really didn’t twist his arm that much) offering to accept the challenge of the newly created position of President Elect midyear through my term.   Even before he accepted this office, the e-mail’s flew back and forth between our mailboxes.  Several times Joyce, Dick and I spent hours on the telephone as they helped me through some difficult decisions.  He was always there with his wisdom and support.  Thank you Dick.


None of these hard working people would have been able to put so much into the Association with out the support of the companies and institutions that they work for.  Many not only allowed their employees to put in the necessary time, but also allowed the use of their facilities for meetings. We would be remiss if we didn’t offer our heart felt thanks to them.


And last, but certainly not least, I want to thank you, the association members.  If it were not for you, the time and effort that went into the work would have been in vain.  I only have one thing to ask of you all.  This fiscal year, find the committee chairperson for one of the committees that you’re interested in and offer to help.  Your Association is only what you make it.  It can be a great benefit to you and your employer or it can be just another expense.  You have the choice to make it the former.

Thank you all for a great year,

Chuck Hays, CCM

Hays Consulting 
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